
GCSE

Mathematics
Marking Guidance Summer 2024

Mel Muldowney
Christian Seagar



What do each of the below abbreviations stand for?

M 

P

 

B 

C

A 

While we’re waiting … 

method mark awarded for a correct method or partial method

process mark awarded for a correct process as part of a problem solving question

accuracy mark (awarded after a correct method or process; if no method or process is seen 

then full marks for the question are implied but see individual mark schemes for more details) 

 NB: An accuracy mark cannot be awarded by itself, all previous marks must be 

awarded as well (may be by implication)

communication mark awarded for a fully correct statement(s) with no contradiction or 

ambiguity

unconditional accuracy mark 



Practice v Theory 



General marking principles



General marking principles



oe Or equivalent

cao Correct answer only

ft Follow through (when appropriate as per mark scheme

sc Special case

dep Dependent (on a previous mark)

indep Independent

awrt Answer which rounds to

isw Ignore subsequent working



Process (P) Marks 

The P mark will work in exactly the same way as the M (method) mark does in our current mark 

schemes. We have used a different letter to remind examiners that they should be looking for 

alternative processes (and have used this language rather than method in our mark schemes for 

AO3 questions). So if a candidate gives a partially correct solution they will be awarded the 

appropriate P (process) marks provided the working they show is a possible route through to the 

solution. If a solution is fully correct then full marks will usually be awarded. The exception will be 

in questions where candidates are specifically instructed to show working. In these questions, the 

correct solution with no working will score no marks.



Where working is not required 

• The correct answer should be awarded full marks (unless it has clearly been obtained from an 

incorrect method)

• If the answer is not correct, look at the working. Award marks as detailed by the mark scheme



Where working IS required 

• A correct answer by itself, with no working, will score no marks

• Go through the working, awarding marks as detailed by the mark scheme

• In the case of a question requiring proof or where the instruction is ‘Show that…’ each stage of 

working must be carefully checked



Inverted commas 

• Some numbers in the mark scheme will appear inside inverted commas, e.g. “12” × 50 ; 

• The number in inverted commas cannot be any number – it must come from a correct method 

or process but the candidate may make an arithmetic error in their working. 



Foundation P1



Examiners Reports – F P1 

This paper provided students with the opportunity to demonstrate their ability across the grades. Plenty of 

success was seen in the early part of the paper and most questions were attempted by the majority of 

candidates. 

Challenges arose when questions contained a context, particularly where candidates needed to extract the 

key pieces of information followed by determining and applying the correct mathematical processes.

Candidates also found questions with multiple stages in their working challenging. Despite this, good 

amounts of working out were often seen which certainly helped students, especially those which had 

arithmetic errors as part of their solution. 

For those questions requiring a written conclusion, most responses did have some sort of decision showing 

that students are well-accustomed to this sort of demand in a question. 



F P1 Q6

1

1

1

1



F P1 Q6



F P1 Q6



F P1 Q7



F P1 Q7 



F P1 Q9 b  



F P1 Q10



F P1 Q10



F P1 Q11 c



F P1 Q12



F P1 Q12



F P1 Q13b



F P1 Q13b



F P1 Q16



F P1 Q16



F P1 Q17



F P1 Q17



F P1 Q28



Foundation / Higher 
Crossover 
P1



F P1 Q20
H P1 Q1



F P1 Q20
H P1 Q1



F P1 Q20a
H P1 Q1a



F P1 Q20a
H P1 Q1a



F P1 Q24
H P1 Q5



F P1 Q24
H P1 Q5



Higher P1



Examiners Reports – H P1 

This paper was accessible to the majority of students. Overall, the paper was well answered and allowed a good 

differentiation between the students achieving higher grades and the students achieving lower grades. The majority of 

students appeared well prepared and familiar with the types of questions they were presented with and understood how 

to approach many questions.

Arithmetic errors led to many students losing marks, particularly on questions involving division or negative numbers. On 

many occasions a simple check would have alerted students to an error which could have been corrected. On a non-

calculator paper, students should look to use efficient methods to perform arithmetic operations, including where possible 

simplifying calculations by using fractions in their simplest form, 

The general standard of presentation of solutions was quite varied but it was pleasing that many students presented their 

answers in a clear and logical way. Attempts at the more challenging questions were sometimes quite messy with working 

spread all over the page which made them difficult for examiners to follow. It is in a student’s own interest to ensure that 

working is clearly laid out and flows logically down the page. Centres should advise students to cross out unnecessary 

working to avoid leaving a choice of methods. There were many cases across many different questions of students 

miscopying their own figures or misreading the numbers in questions.



H P1 Q8



H P1 Q8



H P1 Q13a



H P1 Q14



H P1 Q14



H P1 Q17 a



H P1 Q17 b



H P1 Q18



H P1 Q18



H P1 Q19



Foundation P2



This paper appears to have been accessible to the majority of students with evidence of clear working shown throughout the 

paper. Due to the differentiation and ramping of the level of demand, some questions, mainly towards the end of the paper, 

were not as well answered by students.

This paper requires the use of a calculator, and students are expected to have access to and have a reasonable working 

knowledge of how to use a calculator. Similarly to previous exam series, there is evidence that some students continue to try 

to use written methods even when they have a calculator. This often means that calculations take longer and there is an 

increased chance of final answers being inaccurate, often due to premature rounding as seen in Q23. Break-down or build-up 

methods were used in attempts to work with percentages and as with previous exam series, this approach is often far less 

successful than the more direct approach of using a calculator method.

Additionally, a ruler, protractor and compasses were required for this paper, with evidence suggesting that some students did 

not have access to all of these items. It is essential that students have a full set of the required equipment when sitting a 

GCSE mathematics paper.

Students should carefully read the question fully and ensure they read both the numbers given in the question and their own 

handwriting carefully. Inaccurate reading leads to inaccurate answers and will mean that students lose marks unnecessarily. 

Similarly, poor handwriting and layout of work remains a big problem. The inclusion of working out to support answers is 

essential to gain full credit but remains an issue for many. Working out not only needs to be shown, it also needs to be shown 

in a clear and logical manner, demonstrating the processes of calculation that are used. This is most important in longer 

questions, and in “show that” questions. Contradictory work also remains a common cause of lost marks due to a range of 

approaches being attempted and the method intended to be marked was not always clearly identified but this was less 

apparent in this series, which was pleasing to note.

Examiners Reports – F P2 



F P2 Q7c



F P2 Q9



F P2 Q9



F P2 Q9



F P2 Q10



F P2 Q11



F P2 Q12



F P2 Q12



F P2 Q13b



F P2 Q14a



F P2 Q15



F P2 Q15



F P2 Q19



Foundation / Higher 
Crossover 
P2



F P2 Q20
H P2 Q1



F P2 Q21a
H P2 Q2a



F P2 Q21a
H P2 Q2a



F P2 Q22
H P2 Q3



F P2 Q26
H P2 Q7



Higher P2



Examiners Reports – H P2 

Most students showed attempts to answer most questions, and very few stopped early in the paper. This is really pleasing 

to see as it indicates that students are being appropriately entered at the appropriate tier of entry. There were questions of 

familiar style and content and this allowed the weakest to have some successes, whilst the harder questions allowed 

differentiation of the very strongest students.

Students continue to improve their ability to access problem solving questions, however, there is real evidence of students 

struggling to articulate their mathematics competently. Practice of mathematical discussions to aid the writing of 

explanations would benefit many.

As has been the case for a number of years now, there is little to no evidence of students being disadvantaged by a lack 

of equipment, and students continue to improve their skills on calculators. Students should be mindful to show all the 

stages of their working out, including that calculations they are entering into their calculator,



H P2 Q8



H P2 Q8



H P2 Q10



H P2 Q12



H P2 Q16



H P2 Q16



H P2 Q17



Foundation P3



Examiners Reports – F P3 

This paper provided good coverage across the specification and allowed students the opportunity to demonstrate their 

ability across the grades. Plenty of success was seen across the early part of the paper as students showed confidence 

picking up marks in the first half of the paper. Students generally performed best on questions involving numerical 

processes, for example Q13 (two-way tables), Q15 (percentages of amounts) and Q17 (recipe problem).

Challenges arose when questions contained a context and with it, large amounts of text; extracting the key pieces of 

information and applying it using the correct mathematical processes are an area for improvement. The two questions 

that required a written explanation (Q18b and Q24a) also scored lowly and future cohorts should target this as an area for 

improvement. In general, the use of a calculator was evident, and the standard of responses continue to improve as a 

result. There were still a number of students choosing not to use their calculator; it was not clear if this was by choice or 

due to the absence of the correct equipment. It was felt that there were fewer students giving no response to questions 

than in previous years.



F P3 Q8



F P3 Q8



F P3 Q10a



F P3 Q11



F P3 Q12



F P3 Q12



F P3 Q20



F P3 Q20



Foundation / Higher 
Crossover 
P3



F P3 Q23b
H P3 Q2b



F P3 Q28
H P3 Q7



F P3 Q28
H P3 Q7



Higher P3



Examiners Reports – H P3 

Students generally were able to attempt many of the questions in the time available and to demonstrate their 

understanding of many of the topics that were being tested. It appeared that most students had been entered 

appropriately for the higher tier and as expected the first part of the paper was very well answered. Student’s solutions 

were generally clearly and logically presented; this should be greatly encouraged as clear work and showing method and 

processes means that students have an increased access to marks, particularly those questions where the mark scheme 

allows for follow through of an incorrect value in the awarding of subsequent process marks (as denoted by square 

brackets in the mark scheme). 

Given that this is a calculator paper, we still saw too many students seemingly not using a calculator when appropriate, or 

not using efficient calculator methods. For example, when calculating percentages, some students spent valuable time 

working out calculations by hand, such as 3.5% of a quantity, rather than inputting this into a calculator.

Whilst methods may have been learnt, students are still struggling applying that knowledge to those questions with a 

problem-solving element. We would encourage students to carefully read each question. All the information needed to 

answer problem-solving questions in particular, are presented in the text.



H P3 Q17



H P3 Q17



Support



The Maths Emporium  contains a rich source of resources for GCSE Mathematics teachers, including: 

• shadow papers,

• Foundation Tier Themed papers and Higher Tier themed papers with worked solutions,

• practice sets,

• AO3 Bronze, Silver, Gold practice papers

• common question papers,

• 8 mock papers 

• past papers, mark schemes, examiner reports

Maths Emporium – Practice Papers & more

https://www.mathsemporium.com/category/gcse-mathematics/11-1ma1-linear/04-1ma1-practice-papers-questions/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE_Maths_Foundation_Tier_Themed_and_Topic_Papers_Overview_v2.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE_Maths_Higher_Tier_Themed_and_Topic_Papers_Overview_v1.pdf


New Exemplars for GCSE Maths 

For the summer 2024 exam series we have 

produced our exemplars in a new PowerPoint 

format.

These are ready made slide decks with marking 

guidance on selected questions from the exam 

series. They use real candidate responses and 

have been annotated by the chair of examiners.

These have been designed for teachers to use for 

CPD but could also be used with students in the 

classroom.

https://mathsemporium.com/category/gcse-mathematics/08-1ma1-examiner-reports/13-1ma1-june-2024-08-1ma1-examiner-reports/


Contact us

Mel Muldowney
mel@justmaths.co.uk

Christian Seager
christian@justmaths.co.uk

mailto:mel@justmaths.co.uk


Meet your Maths and Statistics Subject Advisor and Partner

Vicky Wood

Vicky works closely with the wider maths team to 

support teachers in UK centres in delivering 

Pearson Edexcel qualifications in Mathematics 

and Statistics teachingmaths@pearson.com 

Sign up for Vicky’s monthly updates

Nicola Woodford-Smith

Nicola works as the maths Subject Partner in the 

maths team at Pearson Edexcel. She helps to 

create resources and delivers CPD to support 

you and your team through the lifecycle of our 

qualifications. 

Follow @miss_mathsgeek (on X) for updates 

and information

mailto:teachingpearson@pearson.com
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://x.com/Miss_Mathsgeek


NEW Level 2 Extended Maths Certificate

Giving students the opportunity 

to challenge themselves at Key 

Stage 4 and build the perfect 

foundation for further study.

Scan the QR code or use this link 

to register your interest and to 

find out more.

You can also find the recordings 

of our launch event and Getting 

Ready to Teach event on the 

Maths Emporium.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/level-2-extended-maths-certificate/level-2-extended-maths-certificate.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/level-2-extended-maths-register-interest.html
https://mathsemporium.com/category/cpd/level-2-extended-mathematics-certificate-cpd/


NEW Podcast: The Right Angle

The Right Angle invites topical discussions, debates and insights from a range of thought leaders, award-

winning maths educators and facilitators. Our subject partner hosts, Mark Heslop and Nicola Woodford-Smith 

lead conversations on themes such as the evolution of technology to support learning, student engagement 

and diversity and inclusion across the education of mathematics. Listen and subscribe for FREE on Apple 

Podcasts, Spotify and on Soundcloud.

https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/mathematics/the-power-of-maths/the-right-angle-podcast.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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